Host Family Needed
Hola Amigos de PLAN;

 

I am reaching out to you all to let you know of a specific need I would like to share in hopes of getting your assistance.

 

Healing the Children Missouri (www.htcmo.org) will be bringing Santos to St. Louis this fall (early November) to receive donated medical care. 

We need a host family for this child. Host families provide a home away from home to the child. They assume responsibility as a substitute parents to the child they are hosting. They are expected to bring the child to doctor’s appointments, accompany him while in the hospital for surgery, if applicable, and to provide for the child as they would provide for a child of their own. 

Healing the Children will provide support including 24 hour crisis intervention, some financial assistance if needed, respite care when the family needs it and will do everything possible to make the hosting experience a positive one for both the family and the child. 

Our host families are usually English speaking families, so speaking Spanish, while very helpful and desired, it is not required. 

 Let me give you some information about Santos:
 Santos is an 18 year old boy from Guatemala. He belongs to an indigenous group called Mam, so he speaks Mam and Spanish. Santos was born with Club Foot. He will receive donated medical care at Shriners Hospital. The surgeon will try to correct his orthopedic deformity with a cast. Santos treatment will probably take about six months. Our international partners report that Santos is a very nice boy, sweet and well behaved. ; very respectful and bright. His mother has passed away so he lives with his father and step-mother. 

We understand that a host family takes a huge responsibility, we also know, based on our experience, that hosting a child can be a life changing, incredibly enriching event. 

Please forward this e-mail on to anyone you know who may be interested in hosting Santos. Also, feel free to call me with further questions if you are interested in hosting one of our kids. I can be contacted at  314-781-0244 or by email at Natalia@htcmo.org
 Thank you in advance for your assistance in trying to make it possible for Santos to access the medical care he needs. 

For those of you who are unable to commit to be a host family, we are also in need of bilingual volunteers to provide support and friendship to children who come accompanied by a parent. 

P.S.: We usually post this as well as other volunteer needs in our Facebook page, for those of you who use Facebook, you can “like” us and be connected and informed about the children we have in town, events and needs. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely,

 

Natalia Rosales, MSW

Healing the Children Program Coordinator

natalia@htcmo.org 
(314) 781-0244 
 
